
MINERALOGY HAIKU

CONCEPT

Throughout the history of
mankind, civilizations
have been judged on their
knowledge and expert
use of mineral resources.

LEARNING OUTCOME
The students will write
Haiku about mineral
resources and mining.

CURRICULUM FOCUS:
Language Arts, Science,
Art

SKILLS/PROCESSES:
observe, read, imagine,
create, listen

KEY VOCABULARY:
Haiku

MATERIALS:
sample minerals for
inspiration (optional)

Background
In some ways the poetic form of the Haiku is very much like the
process of mining for mineral resources.  In mining, one must claim
an area to mine; he must retrieve, process, and produce the mineral
in a usable form.  So the writer must select a subject area, then
narrow it.  As the ideas and impressions flow into his mind, he
must retrieve and process them, and give them form.  The writer
must convert the flood of impression and knowledge into carefully
chosen words that capture the essence of the broader subject. 

Like minerals, there is more to a good Haiku than meets the eye. 

Here are some sample Mineralogy Haikus:

Thrusting purple spires

city of shiny caverns

beautiful crystals.

Shiny reflections

peeking through transparent sheets

a window of time.

Transparent gemstone,

computer, glass, radio 

are found in the quartz.

Eek, dead canary!

Quickly run out of the mine.

Danger! Get out now.

POINT OF INQUIRY

How can haiku evoke
powerful images 

of minerals?
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Preparation
Set out mineral samples for students to observe while writing.

Learning Activity
Ask the students the following questions to assess their knowledge
of the subject and to stimulate interest in the activity:

Have you ever written a haiku?  What is the goal of a Haiku?

1.  The pattern of a haiku poem consists of three lines.  The first
has five syllables, the second has seven, and the third has five.
Read several examples of haiku to the class.  

2.  Discuss with the students the 5-7-5 form for a Haiku.  Have the
class scan the lines of one or two of the Haiku that you read.
Count the syllables by line.  Are they the same?  Are there
variations?

3.  Tell the students you would like them to write a Haiku poem
with a mineral or mining theme. 

4.  Read students sample haiku from the background section. Can
they tell what each is about? (geodes, mica, quartz, mine
safety)

5.  Write the chosen topic as a title, then carefully create word
images to convey the impression or essence of the term.  Re-
member the pattern:  three lines containing seventeen syllables
(5, 7, 5). 

Check for Understanding
Without their titles, reproduce the class haiku as a student handout
sheet.  Have the students read them carefully and give each one a
title.  Follow this activity by identifying the title actually selected by
the writer, and allowing student reactions and discussion.

To Know and Do More
As an art activity, have the students write their haiku on rice paper.
Encourage them to illustrate the poem around its edges.  Once all
poems are written, sit on the floor in a circle and listen to each other
reading their haiku.

FOR YOUR
INFORMATION

Colorful minerals such 
as azurite have been used 

by artists for hundreds 
of years.

National Energy Foundation’s Out of The Rock  page  58

OOTR GUIDE.qxp  5/26/2007  9:54 AM  Page 58


