
MINERAL MAP

CONCEPT

Mineral resource deposits
are limited and distribu-
ted unevenly around the
earth.

LEARNING OUTCOME
Students will become
familiar with locations of
major mineral resources
in the United States.

CURRICULUM FOCUS:
Science, Social Studies

SKILLS/PROCESSES:
locate, identify, discuss,
write

KEY VOCABULARY:
metallic, nonmetallic,
reserves

MATERIALS:
copies of the “Where Do
We Find Minerals” map
and question sheet

Background Information
America is blessed with abundant supplies of many types of min-
erals that are essential to our way of life and national security.

Building materials such as sand, gravel, stone, and clay are found in
most parts of the country.  Large coal reserves are found in several
regions.

Many other types of mineral resources are mined from individual
deposits.  These include metals such as iron, copper, lead, zinc,
gold, and silver.  This is also true for various types of nonmetallic
minerals such as salt, limestone (used to make cement), and phos-
phate and potash (used to make fertilizers).  

Some mineral resources and their common uses:

Copper–electrical wiring, plumbing fixtures

Gold–jewelry, dental work

Lead–batteries, x-ray shields, ammunition

Zinc–brass fixtures, nails, rain gutters

Iron Ore–steel, screws, rain gutters

Silver–jewelry, photography

Phosphate–fertilizer

Potash–fertilizer

Salt–table salt, deicer

Limestone (cement)–foundations

Coal–heating

Sand, gravel, clay–bricks, roads, building materials

Preparation
Copy the “Where Do We Find Minerals” map and questions or
make an overhead projection of it.

POINT OF INQUIRY

What mineral resources are
produced in our state?
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Learning Activity
Ask the students the following questions to assess their knowledge
of the subject and to stimulate interest in the activity:

Does every state in America have its own mineral resources to sat-
isfy its needs?  Are there any minerals you can name that are not
found anywhere in America?  

1.  Discuss mineral resources, their importance in our daily lives,
and where they come from.

2.  Give each student a copy of the map and questions or use the
overhead projection and have them answer the questions ac-
cording to the map.

Answers to Questions on Student Sheet:

1.  South Carolina, Arizona, Colorado, South Dakota, Montana,
Idaho, Utah, Nevada, California, or Alaska.

2.  New York, Ohio, Kansas, Louisiana, or Texas.

3.  The closest of these states: Idaho, Montana, Nevada, or
Arizona.

4.  a. your state; b. California, Texas, Missouri, Michigan,
Alabama, Florida, Pennsylvania, Maryland or New York; 
c. Idaho, Minnesota or Wisconsin; d.  Wisconsin, New Mexico,
Arizona, Utah, or Montana.

5.  There are many sources, most likely your own state.

6.  Idaho and Montana each have 5 mineral resources, although
Montana has more deposits. 

7.  Idaho and Montana each have 4 different metallic resources.

8.  Texas

Check for Understanding
Have all students write an independent paragraph in which they
name six to eight mineral resources that they can identify in items
found in their home or classroom.  Using their identified minerals,
students next locate the nearest source of those minerals according
to the map provided.

To Know and Do More
Find examples of minerals in the classroom and school, and locate
the nearest reserves of that mineral on the map.  Contact your
state’s Geological Survey Office or your state’s Department of Min-
eral Resources to obtain a map of your state’s major mineral
deposits.

A mineral website for kids that may be helpful is the Mine Safety
and Health Administration site at www.msha.gov/kids/mining.htm
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FOR YOUR
INFORMATION

In the U. S., most of our
iron ore is taken from the

northern plains states, with
Minnesota being one of the

leading producers.
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Questions:

1.  Where would you want to live if your career
were in gold mining?

2.  What state did your table salt probably come
from?

3.  If you were a jeweler, where would your
closest source of silver be?

4.  If you were chief engineer of a new skyscraper
in your capital city, what state would 

a.  the sand, gravel, stone, and clay come from?

b.  the cement for the foundation?

c.  the iron ore for the pipes?

d.  the copper for the electrical wiring?

5.  The electric utility in your area needs coal to
run its plant and produce electricity.  What
state is the closest source?

6.  What state seems to be richest in mineral
resources?

7.  Which state has the most metallic mineral re-
serves?

8.  Which state has the most non-metallic mineral
resource reserves?

9.  What mineral resources are found in your
state?

WHERE DO WE FIND MINERALS

COPPER

GOLD

LEAD

ZINC

IRON ORE

SILVER

PHOSPHATE

POTASH

SALT

LIMESTONE (CEMENT)
COAL

BUILDING MATERIALS (ALL STATES)
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